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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AFSP, PDIP 

SUBJECT: PRIVILEGES FOR NON-DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL 
REFS: (A) STATE 176678, (B) SINGAPORE 3303, (C) SINGAPORE 5269 

1 . REFTEL "A" REQUESTED INFORMATION ON DIFFERENCES IN IMMUNITIES 

AND PRIVILEGES FOR DIPLOMATIC AND NON-DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL AND SAID 
INFORMATION WAS NEEDED FOR DG WORKING GROUP LOOKING INTO THIS SUB- 
JECT. IN REFTEL "B" WE PROVIDED REQUESTED UPDATE OF DIP/NON-DIP 
SITUATION IN SINGAPORE. REFTEL "C" REPORTED RELUCTANCE OF SIN- 
GAPORE GOVERNMENT (GOS) TO ENTER INTO A RECIPROCAL AGREEMENT TO 
FACILITATE EMPLOYMENT OF "OFFICIAL" SPOUSES (A-l AND A-2 DE- 
PENDENTS IN US AND AMERICAN COUNTERPARTS HERE). 

2. DURING DISCUSSIONS WITH GOS OFFICIALS ABOUT SPOUSE EMPLOYMENT 
POSSIBILITIES, AMBASSADOR RAISED ISSUE OF PROBLEMS CAUSED BY 
UNEQUAL TREATMENT OF DIPS AND NON DIPS HERE. ALTHOUGH PROBLEMS 
DISCUSSED AT LENGTH AND IN DETAIL, NO SOLUTION OR RELIEF WAS 
OFFERED BY GOS OFFICIALS. IF PROBLEMS ARE TO BE SOLVED. THERE- 
FORE, SOLUTION FOR SINGAPORE MUST COME FROM USG. 

3. FOR OVER ONE YEAR, ADMIN OFFICER HAS CHAIRED WORKING GROUP OF 
INTERESTED EMBASSY EMPLOYEES TO LOOK INTO PROBLM AND POSSIBLE 
SOLUTIONS. MOST RECENTLY AFSA MEMBERS OF WORKING GROUP HAVE 
PETITIONED AFSA WASHINGTON TO TAKE UP DIP/NON-DIP PROBLEM WITH 
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MANAGEMENT IN DEPT. WE UNDERSTAND INFORMALLY THAT AFSA HAS BEEN 
PURSUING THIS ISSUE. 

4. WORKING GROUP ALSO RECENTLY APPROACHED SEVERAL "FRIENDLY" 
MISSIONS IN SINGAPORE TO SEE HOW THEY COPE WITH DIP/NON-DIP 
INEQUITIES. RESULTS ARE: 
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A. WEST GERMANS: GOVERNMENT PAYS ALL VEHICLE TAXES FOR THEIR NON- 
DIPS. (NOTE: VEHICLE TAX STRUCTURE BY FAR CAUSES GREATEST MONE- 
TARY INBALANCE IN TREATMENT BETWEEN DIPS AND NON-DIPS). 

B. AUSTRALIANS: NON-DIP WITH A CAR RECEIVES SUPPLEMENTAL 
ALLOWANCE, ABOVE WHAT DIPS RECEIVE, OF A$$1050 PER YEAR. NON-DIP 
WITHOUT CAR RECEIVES SUPPLEMENTAL A$550 PER YEAR. 

C. BRITISH: GOVERNMENT PAYS IMPORT DUTIES, AND REGISTRATION 
FEES FOR NON-DIPS (DIPS ARE EXEMPT FROM THESE FEES). ALSO, NON 
DIPS RECEIVE A SUPPLEMENT TO COST OF LIVING ALLOWANCE TO BRING 
THEM UP TO PURCHASING POWER PARITY WITH DIPS. 

5. POSSIBILITY OF FILING FORMAL GRIEVANCE AGAINST POST/DEPT. WAS 
RAISED RECENTLY HAS ONE WAY TO FORCE ACTION TO CORRECT CURRENT 
INEQUITABLE TREATMENT OF NON-DIP EMPLOYEES. WHILE AT PRESENT NO 
GRIEVANCE HAS BEEN FILED, IF ACTION NOT FORTHCOMING GRIEVANCE ROUTE 
MIGHT WELL BE TAKEN. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: A) PLEASE ADVISE STATUS OF DG WORKING GROUP AND, 
B ) WHAT WE CAN DO FROM THIS END TO ADD ESTABLISHING TWO-TIERED 
ALLOWANCE SYSTEM OR OTHER SOLUTION. 

INGRAHAM 
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